
Does your email reader truncate long messages? View this email in your browser

Welcome to

October!

Quick Dates for this month:
Date Event Time

10/4
Drive for Schools car 

on display in the AFE Qaud
9-5pm

10/7 Halloween Costume Swap 12:30-3:30
10/14 Last day to buy Drive for Schools [info]  
10/25 Community Council Meeting 1-2pm
10/28 Halloween Dance [info] 7-10pm
11/8 Washington Fundraiser [info]  

This month at AFE

AFE Community Council
Our AFE Community Council meets monthly as an

opportunity for parents, students and staff to meet to

discuss student needs, organize family efforts in

support of AFE, and brainstorm about anything you

bring to the meeting. Our regular monthly meeting are

the 4th Tuesday at every month in Palazzo Studio

from 1-2 pm, which means we will meet on October

25th. All students and family members are welcome! 

   Contact Nancy Aylsworth if you have questions at

429-3898 x334. 
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Halloween Costume Swap!

Bring your former and outgrown Halloween costumes

and accessories on Friday, October 7, 12:30 - 3:30! 

Swap will happen in the courtyard. In case of rain,

inside (Room 2, probably). 

 

Drive for Schools

This month the Parent Club will kick off our annual

Drive for Schools fundraiser—click here for more

details. This year we want to set up some locations

(like farmer’s markets or grocery stores) for families to

actively sell tickets. If you are willing to help—either

by selling or setting up places to sell please email

Zan!

   Tickets are $5/each or 6 for $25 and are for sale in

the Resource Center until October 14. Buy tickets for

yourself or sell them to others—100% of the proceeds

go directly to the Parent Club and help us support

activities like Theater, Art Night, Clay Studio, classes

and more. Questions? Click here for more details or

email Zan. 

 

Halloween Dance

AFE's world-famous annual Halloween Dance will be

on October 28th, 7-10pm in the BSSC

Multipurpose Room. Everyone is welcome to come,

preferably in costume! We hope to see you there. For

more information, contact Nancy. 

 

Election Night Fundraiser

Help send 14 AFE students to Washington, D.C. 

Tuesday, November 8, 5-10 pm 

Bocci's Cellar, 140 Encinal St., Santa Cruz 

But tickets in the RC, or contact Ruthie Yarme 246-

4491 

Tickets can include dinner, or entry only. 

Silent Auction, photo booth, trivia contest, and

watching the results come in! Please join us!
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Support AFE! Visit the
Parent Club box at the
bottom of this page.

Share
your photos!

Please share your

photos of AFE

events, students,

and families on our

easy and safe photo-

sharing page. 

Click here for this

month's photo page. 

This month's page

expires on October

23. If you want to

download photos, do

it soon!



AFE Community News
Simple Scrip!
I need shoes for our trip to Washington DC (don't think that my birks will be sufficient in
East Coast winter). So...I am going to shop online at Zappos and 8% of my purchase will
go to AFE. (Eight percent!!)  
   HOW, you ask? It's SO easy. I am a member of Great Lakes Scrip Center (otherwise
known as the AFE Whole Foods Scrip program). It is NOT just for Whole Foods!! I have
access to hundreds and hundreds of stores that offer from 3% to 14% of the purchase
price to AFE.

REI - 8%
Regal Theaters - 8% 
Home Depot - 4%
Ross - 8 %
Athleta - 14%

Get onboard!  I can help you get started. Email me so I can get you a $100 gift card. When
you finish using the gift card, you can keep adding money to the card). 
   Here's a link to the retailers. (There is a button to get a pdf of all retailers...it's over 5
pages long, several columns, small font...at least 600 retailers.)

Ruthie Yarme [email]
 

FAFSA Info for Seniors Applying to College
From the Cabrillo High School Articulation Council: 
As the new school year approaches I wanted to provide some important information
regarding the changes to the FAFSA application. For the 2017-2018 FAFSA the application
will actually be available as early as October 1st instead of the traditional January 1st
application opening date. Not only will the application be available 3 months earlier, but it
will be using prior-prior year tax information, meaning that for the 2017-2018 FAFSA
application, students will provide 2015 tax information. Below are some resources to use



on your campus to inform students of these important changes.  
Also, the high school outreach request link has been updated on the Cabrillo website here.

Early FAFSA video
Early FAFSA FAQ’s
Prior-Prior Year Toolkit
Prior-Prior Year Memes

News from the RC
Welcome, our new library and RC volunteers Liv Staton, Isaac & Lucy Ludington, Jonah
Paten, Willow Burns, and Anne-Marie Jauregui-Theodosis! And thank you to Mollie for
coming in and taking care of library chores while I’m still busy with paperwork! 
This month, I’m planning on processing NEW ARRIVALS. Any wishes for books, games,
DVDs, audiobooks? Please let me know. Happy Halloween!

Dorothee [email]
 

Drive for Schools
Annual Car Giveaway
Sponsored by The Capitola Auto Mall Dealer
Group and the Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk. 
Grand Prize: New Toyota Prius, or New Subaru
Outback, or $25,000 cash!  
There will also be TEN $1000 cash prizes! Plus
over 100 other prizes.  
Tickets sales are from September 14 - October 16, 2016.  
The drawing is 1pm on October 23, 2016 at the Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk. 
Tickets are only $5/each or 6 for $25. All of the proceeds from ticket sales go directly to the
AFE Parent Club!  
Where do I get tickets to buy or sell? Tickets are available in the Resource Center.
There will be two envelopes on Dorothee’s desk: one for buying, and one to pick-up tickets
to sell. If you take tickets to sell you must return all money, unsold tickets, and ticket stubs
by Friday, October 14, 1pm. Further instructions are on the envelopes. 
Where can I sell tickets? In addition to selling tickets directly to your friends and family
you can sell them in public and private places like farmer's markets and grocery stores.
Every place will have different rules so please email Zan if you are interested in raising
money for AFE in this way! It is a great way to raise funds from outside of our immediate
community. 
Can I sell them to people from out of town? Yes. You can use social media or other
online venues to sell tickets to locals or non-locals alike. Residents of some states and
some military personnel are ineligible, so see the official rules (link below) before selling to
out of town folks.  
Need more information? Email Zan or see the official rules [click here]. 
 

Save your Boxtops
We are working on getting set up to participate in Boxtops for Education as a way to
raise more funds for AFE. Please save any & all Boxtops on the products you purchase.



They can be found on a wide variety of items from Kleenex to printer paper to cereal.
There will be designated collecting sites in the RC. More detailed information will be added
to next month's newsletter when we will (hopefully) have everything officially set up. Any
questions can be directed to Leisl Ludington [email]. 
 

Washington Fundraiser
A group of 15 AFE high school students are planning to visit Washington DC this coming
January, and are hoping to reduce their costs through fundraising.  They are organizing an
election night event (get it on your calendars now - November 8th - and watch for details
in next month's newsletter) and have made a lovely video that is attached to their
GoFundMe campaign.  Even if you are not interested in supporting them financially, their
video is well made and comes from the heart, and it's well worth watching and sharing with
others!   
 

IMPORTANT REMINDER
Please make sure that all foods brought on the AFE campus and to all AFE events are
peanut and peanut oil free. This includes lunches, snacks, food projects, bake sale items
and all potluck dishes. Thanks so much for your cooperation. We strive to make all of our
AFE events accessible to everyone.

[Return to Table of Contents]

Enrichment Classes
K‐2 Enrichment
Kindergarten-Second Grade 
Thérèse Johannesson 
Maker Monday: What a glorious three weeks we've had!  As
we've gotten to know each other and opened our circle to new
and returning families, we've had relatively few growing pains,
thanks to so many open hearts and helping hands.  
   Thanks to all of the parents who have stayed in Maker Monday
to help with planets, frames, journal covers and
journaling. We've been studying planets, stars, orbit, spheres,
constellations and constellation mythology. Our students are
creating their own constellations using the first letters of their names and their imaginations
and writing an accompanying story. (Some really wild ones!) We've also been listening to
Gustav Holst's, "The Planets." We have also had the good fortune to have our new
teacher, Keresha (pronounced Care-sha) accompany us on some of our activities. 
   Ask your child about "Run For FUN!" Our class has, collectively, run almost 50 miles
now! If you want to be part of the fun, arrive a little before 10:00. We're running until
10:05. We haven't picked a destination, yet. Where will all these miles take us?
Learning Circle Thursday: Thanks to all who went to the Santa Cruz County Fair with us
where many of you met our new high school helper, Hayley! We visited animals,
horticulture and art booths, the train display and so much more! We have a lot for which to
be thankful. 



   In our first Learning Circle last week we ate apples dipped in honey so that we remember
our first day and so that we remember that learning is sweet! We
danced in an orbit to a Hebrew song, we practiced reading each
others names, we sang three songs in Spanish, "Las Ojitas,"
"¿Qué color es ese?" and "Al Tambor" using colored scarves to
review color names in Spanish, and drums and tambourines to
keep the beat. We practiced mindfulness and breathing with a
guided visualization to a Robert Louis Stevenson poem. At

snack time, Kaitlyn, Kayden and Kathy shared a delicious Vietnamese fruit with us. We
also harvested all but one of our tomato plants and began to prepare our beds for Winter
planting. The kids organized their own game of "Rainbow Tag," and we had a nice, long
free choice time. (Never long enough!)  We also met our new mascot, Hedgie, the
hedgehog, who went home with Kayden for two weeks!  Wonder what they're up to? 
In the Garden: We have cleaned out our beds and are getting ready to test our soil,
replenish it with new compost and mulch and plant our winter onions, garlic, chard,kale,
beets, potatoes, carrots, sweet peas and bulbs. Please come take a look and harvest a
few cherry tomatoes.  If you have extra bags of soil, mulch or compost, please contact.n
the Garden: Our summer garden, Tomatoes, Zucchini, Pumpkins and Sunflowers and
 flowers has done quite well. Thanks to all of the garden tenders!  We have 7-10 pumpkins!
 Please come take a look and harvest a few cherry tomatoes. We will be planting our
winter garden soon. We will be working with Becky to help install our big Water Catchment
tanks! [View photos.] 
Contact Therese. 
 

Earth Science—Geology Rocks!
Grades 3-5 

Wednesdays 10:00–12:30, Palazzo Studio, starting 9/14 
Peter Deutsch 
We are continuing our exploration and discovery in Earth Science as we build
communication and collaboration skills.  We have used scientific techniques and the
scientific method to work with rocks and minerals and deepen students understanding. In
October we will continue to look at the properties of different minerals and the rocks they
make up. We will also have two exciting field trips: 10/12/16 to Bean Hollow State Beach

and its own “Pebble Beach” and 10/26/16 to Seacliff State Beach for their “Fossils”
hands-on field trip. 
   In addition to exploring minerals, rocks, land movement and building, landforms, and
weathering there will be time for art, creativity, a bit of theater, PE games, teamwork and
community building. We will also have time for a break and snack near the middle of class.
In addition to brining their healthy snack, students should wear comfortable clothes and
shoes since we will play active games and some PE every class. Contact Peter. 
 

Ancient Civilizations Around the World
Grades 6-8 
Tuesdays 10:00-12:30, Palazzo Studio starting 9/13/16 
Nancy Aylsworth



We have begun our study by considering why people changed from hunting and gathering
to farming. We discussed what is considered a civilization and why did ancient civilizations
developed in the places that they did. Students have learned about Mesopotamia with a
focus on its inventions. We tried our hands at drawing cuneiforms on clay tablets and
listened to parts of the world's oldest written epic, Gilgamesh.  
 Any questions please contact Nancy Aylsworth 429-3898 x 334. 
 

Around the World in 80 Days Geography
Grades 6-8 
Tuesdays, 10:00–12:30, AFE Classroom 2 starting 9/13/16 
Jasmin Gerer 
We have started our 101 day whirlwind tour of the world by looking at the USA and its
neighbors Canada and Mexico. Thank you to AFE family Patrick and Everest Franz for
sharing stories about life Canada, where they are from. Gracias also to Miriam Campos for
telling us about Mexico, its food, soccer and important background history.   
   Then during our Santa Cruz heat wave, we traveled on to Central America and the
Caribbean where students researched a country and presented this information to their
classmates. If you would like to see what traveling through the Panama Canal is like,
check out this 2 min. timelapse. 
   Students also started researching a country of their choice for a country report and
presentation. 
   In October we'll be traveling on into South America and Africa to appreciate the
biodiversity of our planet.  
   Questions? Contact Jasmin at 429-3898 x332 or by email. 
 

Lit and Film
Grades 9-12 
Mark Thomas 
Lit & Film continues Thursday from 10-12.  We will continue our quest to develop writing
skills using film and books. We will continue to differentiate between different styles and
purposes of writing, in this month between a synopsis and an analysis. Our first case study
is To Kill a Mockingbird, a book that resonates today perhaps as much as it did when it was
first published in the early 60's.  The first 3-5 page published essay will be due on this film
the last Thursday of October, the 27th. 
   For more info, contact Mark, 566-0631, thank you.
 

American Government
Thursdays 1-3pm AFE Room 2 
starting September 15 
For AFE High School Students (priority will be given to 11 & 12th grade students) 
Joanne Brown 
Our exploration of American government began with a overview of the Constitution and the
delicate balance between the federal government and states rights. Topics included the
bicameral Congress, separation of powers, checks & balances, and, of course, political
campaigns! We've had lively discussions related to the presidential election. 



   During October, students will have the opportunity to attend a Citizenship Ceremony and
witness new Americans being sworn as citizens of the United States. Upcoming guest
speakers this month will include Dr. Rebecca Rosser from the American Indian Resource
Center, UCSC. Her presentation will focus on a brief introduction to American Indians.
Santa Cruz Judge Denine Guy will visit our class as we explore the Judicial Branch of
government. We will continue to follow and discuss the vice-presidential and presidential
debates.  
For more information, contact Joanne Brown. 
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AFE Community Classes
Thriller!
Come learn the choreography for Thriller. I will be offering 5 classes to learn the
choreography. There will be an opportunity to perform at the AFE Halloween Dance or the
flash mob downtown, but there is not need to perform if you don't want to. 
Whether you have danced before or this is your first time, I will break it all down. Classes
will be held in the AFE courtyard from 12-1 on Thursday September 29, October 6,

13,20,& 27. Classes will start off with general stretching before I move onto teaching the
dance. I will review each time, so no worries if you can't make all the classes. 
   This class is open to all ages and abilities; parents are welcome to join the fun. I ask that
students under the age of 9 are accompanied by a parent. Please let me know if you have
any questions. If you have never seen the dance, here is the Youtube link to Thrill the
World in downtown Santa Cruz from 2009; Michael Jackson's Thriller - Downtown Santa
Cruz - Thrill The World

- Zak Bauman

AFE Volleyball
The season is already entering its second month and our players
have been doing a great job of learning skills, having fun and
supporting their teammates. 
   The practice schedule is Monday 10:00 – 12:00 and
Wednesday 1:00 – 3:00. These practices and our games are on
the beach courts between the wharf and the Boardwalk. Games
continue on Fridays between 12 and 2 and players need to
arrive by 11:45. 
   New players can join us for practices but the Friday teams are now set for the season. 
   For AFE sports, including Volleyball, the Parent Club ask for families to help with the
school wide fundraising. A good fundraising goal is the players fair share (about $60.00) to
cover the cost of the league fees. 
   Please be sure to get onto the email list as this will be how information is going be
distributed. Any questions contact me directly at 429-3898 ext 330 or email. Thanks, Peter 
 

AFE Theater
Once again we are offering a theater experience for all students! We are doing 4
productions—one for each of the following age groups:



High School (9-12): Tuesday afternoons starting September 27, performs
November 4-5
Middle School (6-8): Tuesday afternoons starting October 4th; performs Dec 9-10
Upper Elementary (3-6): Monday afternoons starting September 26; performs Dec
1-4 (Note: 6th graders can choose to be in one or the other production.)
K-2: Monday afternoons starting in February.

See detailed information below in the Theater box below. Please email Zan or Jasmin with
any questions. 
 

Filmmakers Club
The club members have just finished their first short films. Working in small groups, they
have made four commercials advertising imagined products, including magical t-shirts,
invisibility spray, leaves that bring happiness, and a time machine run on ear wax. This
month the group will discuss composition and create their own mock presidential debates.
1-2:30 on Mondays. For more information, please contact mullins@nijomu.com. 
 

JSA
JSA (Junior State of America) is a student-run organization
focused on politics and current events, and AFE students can
participate! Our chapter meets every Wednesday at 2:30-4:00

pm in Room 2, with a variety of activities such as debates,
thought talks, and crisis scenarios. JSA is predominantly a high
school club, but interested eighth graders are welcome to attend!
Our first JSA convention (FALL STATE) is November 12-13.
YAY, JSA!!! 
   This month, JSA is gearing up for two exciting activities: Fall State and the Halloween
dance! 
 

Fashion Club
Hello Fashionistas! 
Just wanted to let everyone that Fashion Club will not be

starting till November 8th due to conflicts with Theater.
Our first meeting will be Tuesday, November 8th from
2:30-4 in the Palazzo Studio. I will have the AFE calendar updated.
Middle-schoolers who are participating in theater - please join us
immediately following theater. Anybody have any thoughts or objections to
a 3pm start time? 
Questions? Comments?  Let me know. Email Laura. 

 

Create Space
Fridays from noon - 2 in the Palazzo Studio 
Do you like to draw? Paint? Sew? Knit? Make Shrinky Dinks? Or want to learn how to do
any of these? Then come join us on Friday afternoons for Create Space! You can use



whatever supplies are available in the studio or bring your own. The idea is to work and
share the space with creative people of all kinds doing what they love while inspiring each
other. Come learn something new or teach others something you know. My personal goal
this year is to do more sewing so I will be bringing my machine and current sewing projects
to work on. I would be happy to help anyone learn or better their sewing skills. I am
working on supplying AFE with a few sewing machines so students won't have to bring
their own.  
   And don't worry... For those folks who just want to come in and make Shrinky Dinks all
day (you know who you are) we will still have plenty of those to do too! 
   Feel free to contact me with any questions you may have. 
   *** I am also looking for parent volunteers who would be interested in signing up to man
the studio from time to time or to come in and offer to teach us something cool! 

- Karylann Love

Music at AFE
Acappella  Group "Hamilton"  

Middle School and High School group. Now meeting every
Friday from 10:00-11:30. We are learning solo and ensemble
parts in SATB.  Please come and join us! Will feature selected
songs from the popular musical, "Hamilton."  Therese at
tjohannesson@sccs.net 
 
Bluegrass/Celtic Band

Our first tunes are "Shady Grove," "Road to Lisdoonvarna" and
"Spootiskerry." Originally set to rehearse on Friday, 10:00
alternating weeks with Hamilton. Because of a low turnout I
polled many musicians and learned that we'd need to change
our time  We have a group of 10-12 people that would still like to
do this, and it goes without saying that I want to do it! 
Right now these are the times that will work for me:

Friday with a start time of either 2:30 or 3:00
Tuesday with a start time of 12:30
Monday with a start time of 1:00, 2:00 or 3:00.  (I would need to cancel this time very
occasionally.)

PLEASE CONTACT ME WITH IF YOU ARE INTERESTED
WITH YOUR FIRST AND SECOND CHOICES OF REHEARSAL
TIMES. tjohannesson@sccs.net 
 
Madrigal Singers

We will be continuing this year! Starting Saturday, 10/8
10:00-11:30. If you are an experienced Choral singer with an
affinity for early music and would like to join our group, please
contact Therese at tjohannesson@sccs.net.
 

Native American Pow Wow Workout



and Parenting Classes

FREE at BSSC  
Join us in the MPR for a family workout. Stay for parenting classes. 
Tuesdays 6:00-8:00 
Pow Wow Work out 6:00- 6:45 
Parenting class 6:45-8:00 
Contact Bianca Crowbear for more information. 
(Her group performed at our campus wide Día De Los Niños celebration
last April) 

 

Problem Solving
Wednesdays, 11:00-12:40 
Description: This class will provide an opportunity for students to tackle diverse real-world
problems in pairs, small groups, and as a whole class. Problems will range from those that
can be solved in a few minutes to those requiring multiple class periods to complete.
Contexts will include science, social science, economics, logic puzzles, engineering,
geometry, statistics, and more.  
   Although most of each class period will be spent in paired or small-group problem
solving, we will also have whole-group discussions of some problems, and I will explain or
review concepts as needed when it appears that multiple students may be struggling with
them. Although the class is definitely NOT a test-prep class, the problem-solving
opportunities will be good practice for many of the types of problems now found on the SAT
and other standardized tests. My goal is that after the problems in my class, those
problems seem easy. 
   Prerequisites: This class is designed for middle and high school students who are
already comfortable with skills typically found in pre-algebra and algebra 1 classes.
Specifically, students should be able to:

Understand and calculate with decimals, fractions, mixed numbers, negative
numbers, and exponents (calculators will be allowed and even encouraged in class,
but it is still expected that they should generally be able to do these operations with
simple numbers without a calculator)
Calculate using percents, including finding a percent of a number and percent
increase/decrease.
Model problems with expressions and equations using variables (i.e. D dogs and C
chickens have 4D + 2C legs)
Solve multi-step linear equations (solve for x: 2(x + 4) = 6x - (5x - 2))
Set up and solve proportions (i.e. how much fertilizer is needed for a 32 square foot
field if you are supposed to use 2 tablespoons per 5 square feet?)



Graph points and equations
Calculate perimeter, area, and volume of simple and more complicated shapes

   Expectations: Students are expected to come to class with paper, pencil, and calculator,
ready to focus, try their best, and work cooperatively with every other student in the class
for the entire class period. Attitude and effort are far more important to me (and to learning
math in general) than specific mathematical background or skills. Each student brings a
unique and valuable perspective to each problem if they are willing to focus and put their
best effort into the task at hand. 
   Questions? Email Elizabeth Andrews 
 

American Government
for 9th/10th graders
With the 2016 election on the horizon (and Hamilton
winning a record-breaking number of Tonys), government
and politics are a hot topic! Since 9th and 10th graders will
not likely be able to take Joanne’s government class (with
preference going to Juniors and Seniors), Leisl Ludington and Ruthie Yarme have decided
to offer our own take on American Politics and Government. We will cover the historical
roots of US government, our Constitution, federal government institutions, politics
(including this presidential election, of course), and the roles of state and local
governments .  We will be using the lyrics and music from Hamilton often as we learn
about the history of our democracy and discuss the structure of the US government. As we
close out the semester, we will be asking the big questions… How can we be better
stewards and advocates? Where can our voices be heard? What actions can we take
within our system to change the world? If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact either of us: [email Ruthie] [email Leisl]. 
 

AFE Basic Rocketry Class
All ages are invited (parent helper needed for 10 and under) to join a quick romp through
rockets, taught by members of the AFE rocketry team. Over three Mondays at AFE,
students will explore the basic properties of rockets and will build a water rocket and a
model rocket with a small Estes A-class motor… and launch both. Please NOTE: Dates
are tentative and will be finalized via email after fire and school permissions are completed. 
    Mon. 9/19, 2:30pm - 4pm (Build and Launch Water Rocket) 
    Mon. 9/26, 2:30pm - 4pm (Build Model Rocket) 
    Mon. 10/3, 2:30pm - 4pm (Model Rocket Launch) 
Class size limited to 25.  
Suggested Donation for Materials: TBD. 
Questions? Email Jay. 
 

Clay Studio



CLAY STUDIO for ALL AGES, Tuesdays from 1-3pm. If you
like to get your hands dirty then this is the place for you! AFE’s
open clay studio meets once a week for 2 hours. You can come
every week, you can come for half the class, you can bring your
parent, or NOT, unless of course you are under 9 years old then
they have to tag along. 
   The class is unstructured which allows you to work on
whatever project you like once you have the basics down, which
most of you do. For newbies to clay I will get you up to speed and you will be making cool
sculptures or cups or bowls in no time at all. The class is mostly hand building, we have a
slab roller and lots of texture tools and we do have wheels that you can try, and try, and try
until you are throwing like an animal. Of course wheel work brings the hands dirty up
another level, sometimes to head to toe messy.  
   The cost is $30 per student per semester, which pays for clay, glazes and firings.
However, no one will be turned away. Any questions, you can call me at 818-8660. Ciao,
Kathleen 
 

Water the Weeds Teen Improv
Hey folks. Collaborative spontaneous unscripted plays are back. Come explore this way of
being s human. Iris is an amazing assistant and we have planned a spicy session. 9
classes and a show. Show is on Sunday Nov. 13. Location and afternoon time TBA. $100
Sibs: $80 each 
Rm 2, 4:15 to 5:45 Sept 21-Nov 16  Wednesdays 
Love and blessings, Joya. 831-426-2935 Call to register. 
 

Games & Puzzles Group
Come over to Classroom 2 every Friday from noon to three (or
whatever part of those three hours work for you) for good times
with friends old and new, and AFE's very large collection of
award-winning and classic games for all ages! Bring your own
games and/or snacks to share as well! The youngest among us
can often be found sitting in the middle of the room playing with
Lego or blocks, or outside playing tag, in addition to the
games, and parents can usually be found socializing, knitting,
etc. while playing games, so truly something for everyone! There
is also a group of young artists who like to come and sketch and
show each other their artwork in addition to playing games.
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Homeschool Highlights

NaNoWriMo
Are you an author, or would like to take the time to become one?
This November, join me for the wildest and most fun creative
writing endeavor of the year! National Novel Writing Month



(NaNoWriMo for short) is an exciting challenge to write 50,000
words in the span of thirty days. While this may sound like an
impossible feat, with the right scheduling, a can-do attitude,
(and, for some, buckets of caffeine), it can be done. All it
requires is paper and an internet connection. You must be 13 or
older to participate, although NaNoWriMo does offer a Young
Writer’s Program for anyone younger than that. Through the
NaNoWriMo website, you have access to a simple word-count
tracker and a good set of forums. There are also NaNoWriMo “write-ins” throughout town,
where Santa Cruz residents that are participating can get together and write. Overall,
NaNoWriMo is an enjoyable event, and I highly recommend it to anyone who would like to
write a novel! (For more information, visit their website. Also, I participated in this last year,
and would love to answer any of your questions or give you pointers. You can contact me
by email. Image courtesy of National Novel Writing Month.

- Isaac Ludington
[Return to Table of Contents]

Around Town
Motion Pacific Dance Discount
Hello AFE Families, 
We are thrilled to be a new AFE family this year. Some of you know me, others, not so
much. When I am not being a home school mom, I am the Co-Director of First Friday
Santa Cruz as well as the Director of Motion Pacific Dance. 
   I have been SO inspired by this community already, I wanted to find a way to support it
and get an opportunity to get to know some of you better. Motion Pacific has just started
our Youth/Teen Dance program for 2016-2017. I would love to offer everyone at AFE a
25% discount on any and all classes. I have included a link to a informational brochure
below. Please do not hesitate to reach out with questions by emailing me directly.  
   Oh! and if you are a parent or family member that would like to dance, I have included an
adult schedule as well and what the heck! 25% off adult classes as well. 

Youth Classes
Adult Classes

In Gratitude, Abra   
 

Code Naturally
Code Naturally Homeschool class started this fall and it is great! Keep this in mind if your
child is interested in programming for the winter or spring! Classes this fall have been
$250 for 10-2 hour sessions once a week.   
   Code Naturally started their organization after winning seed money at the UC Business
Design Showcase. They have now piloted the program with interested teachers at B40 and
Brook Knoll Elementary and are continuing afterschool programs at several schools as well
as conducting teacher trainings.  
   Their approach is project-based, teaching students basics they need to then try some



projects, although the projects may have some specifics, especially at the beginning. So

for example they may start by teaching students how to draw shapes, then use that

knowledge to draw a creature with some specific parts (head, body, etc.) and some parts

that they make up. They move through material as quickly as makes sense for the

individual students from basics to starting animation, etc.  

   Students learn math concepts along the way as needed to work the projects, although

they are open to having lessons around specific math concepts. They also teach students

project management techniques and well as "design-thinking" approaches, skills the kids

could definitely use in other aspects of their life!  

   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxqhdpmNKbM 

   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p_aYJTH4Zj4 

If you are interested in a class for the winter, please contact Suzanne for more information. 

 

Math Games, Puzzles, and Drop‐in Tutoring (Free)
Andrew Pappin 

I will be holding Drop-in Math tutoring once a week in the Fall. These sessions can be used

by students who are learning mathematics on their own, students who need occasional

help, and by students who want mathematical challenges that are not normally found in

textbooks. Most of these challenges will be math and game puzzles that I have collected

over the years.  

When: Tuesdays 12:30pm - 2pm 

Location: Arts Council Conference Room (1070 River Street)  

There is no cost to attend, but donations will be appreciated. If you are interested in

participating in these sessions, email Andrew. 

 

150th Celebration Beach Party
Saturday, October 1st 12:00pm‐10:00pm 

Main Beach  

150th firework beach party on Main Beach with local
stage spotlight, AFE dad and American Idol star,
James Durbin. The main stage will also feature AFE grad Tess Dunn, The Coffis Brothers,

Extra Large, Austin Shaw and Joint Chiefs.  

   There will be numerous children's activities for family fun. In celebration of the Jr.

Lifeguard program's 50th anniversary, there will be Jr. Lifeguard games for all ages and

alumni of the program.  

   All the fun in the sun will be followed by a firework show at dark to mark 150 years of

creating community. FREE!  

 

Free Computer Programming Classes
Andrew Pappin 

I learned computer programming as a kid by playing around, so I want to provide an

opportunity for young people to learn programming in the same way. Therefore these

classes will have minimal lecturing. Instead, I will provide just enough structure so that

students will be able to quickly jump into figuring things out on their own. I will focus on the

Python computer language, but I can help with other languages as well.  



When: Tuesdays 11am - 12:20pm 

Location: Arts Council Conference Room (1070 River Street)  

There is no cost to attend, but donations will be appreciated. If you are interested in

participating in these classes, email Andrew.  

 

Play Lacrosse
Boys and girls ages 6 to 14 

2017 season sign ups now. 

831-438-5200 

Must register by Oct 15th 

Practices start in Jan, and season ends in May 

Free fall scrimmages: check the web site 

Santa Cruz County Lacrosse Association
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AFE Parent Club
What's the Parent Club?
The AFE Parent Club financially supports the AFE

community. In the past, we have provided funds to enable or

enhance programs, activities, and events. We also help with

supplies and resources. Some of the things that have been

supported by the AFE Parent Club in the past few years

include: Theater for all ages, sports teams for grades 6-12, Clay Studio, Games

Group, Economics class for high schoolers, Orff music for elementary students,

family poetry workshops, field trips, staffing for the resource center. We also have

donated supplies for Family Art Night; resources—books, games, audio CDs, DVDs

—for the resource center; classroom supplies for teacher-led classes; art supplies for

the Palazzo Studio; and lots more. 

   The Parent Club relies on donations and fundraising in order to offer support for all

these things. Without fundraising, these programs, classes, activities, and resources

will no longer be available at AFE. Please take the time to see how you can help by

reading and following the Everyday Fundraising Checklist below that will help you

help the Parent Club with as little hassle as possible. 

   Thank you for supporting the AFE Parent Club. We are a 501(c)3 nonprofit!

—The Parent Club Board
 

AFE’s Everyday Fundraiser Checklist
Our ongoing fundraisers are all ways to make money for AFE doing the things you

already do! We believe that if everyone at AFE participated in, and encouraged their

friends and family to participate in these easy programs it will go a long way towards



our fundraising needs.

eScrip and eScrip Online Shopping Mall:

Register online so that a portion of your purchases is donated to
AFE. See details below.

Staff of Life Scrip:

Use Staff of Life Scrip whenever you shop there. See details below.
New Leaf eCard:

Pre-purchase a New Leaf eCard. See details below.
Ask your friends and family to purchase Staff Scrip or eCards from AFE.

Whole Foods Gift Cards:

Buy $100 gift cards to pay for groceries
ScripNOW Electronic gift cards:

Use or gift these electronic gift cards to raise money for AFE. See
details below.

More information about these and other fundraisers is available on the AFE
Website’s Fundraising page. 
 
Escrip
Escrip is an easy way to donate to AFE. Follow these instructions to get registered:

eScrip:

Register your credit, debit, and grocery cards so that a portion of your
purchases is donated to AFE. Go to www.escrip.com to register your
cards. The AFE Parent Club’s group # is 500007112.
Ask your friends and family to register their cards for AFE.

eScrip Online Shopping Mall:

Sign up and go through the eScrip online portal whenever you shop
online and up to 16% of purchases will be donated to AFE. You can
also sign up for Auto Earn so you don’t have to go through the Mall
every time.
Ask your friends and family to use the Online Shopping Mall portal for
AFE.

Staff of Life Scrip
Please contact Sadie Reynolds to buy Staff of Life Scrip: Use the contact info on
the roster for Rowan H. or send email. I am happy to answer any questions and
explain how you can contribute to AFE fundraising just by using scrip to buy anything
from Staff. There is NO cost to you, the donation to AFE comes from Staff of Life
when you use scrip for your purchases! 
 
New Leaf eCards
Leaf Community Markets offers natural and organic foods and a convenient way to
raise money for our school. Use your eCard when paying for groceries and feel good
knowing you and New Leaf are supporting the education of our children. There are 3
New Leaf stores where your cards will work:



41st. Ave., Capitola
Pacific Ave., downtown Santa Cruz
Fair Ave., on the Westside

There are 3 NL locations your card will NOT work:

Felton
Halfmoon Bay
Boulder Creek

This is how it works: 
Purchase a New Leaf eCard and a percentage of that amount goes directly back to
AFE:

4% on $50
5% on $100,$250,and $500
Increments of $100's or $50's only. 

   I will place the order, deliver your card to the RC, and maintain the last 6 digits of
the card number. Hang on to you card, it's refillable. When you use your card, select
gift card as your method of payment.  
   Orders will be placed on the 15th of every month, payments must be in by
the 10th. Checks or cash may be deposited in the New Leaf envelope at
Dorothee's desk in the resource center. Please make checks payable to AFE
PARENT CLUB. 
   Thank you very much for participating!

Victoria Harder [email]
 
Whole Foods Gift Cards

The Parent Club sells Whole Foods gift cards for $100 each. The value on the card
is $100 so there is no additional cost to the buyer for supporting AFE. Use the card
to pay for any of your purchases at any of their stores. Please keep the card and
load more money onto it with a check or on-line transfer, up to $400 at a time.   
   AFE gets 3% of the money our community members pay for gift cards and loading
them. If you shop at Whole Foods this is a great way that you can contribute to AFE.
Contact Ruthie. 
 
ScripNOW! Electronic Gift Cards

INSTRUCTIONS to sign up & shop the GLSC retailer fundraiser: 
Click here for a list of businesses that offer electronic gift cards & the percentage of
your purchase that will go to AFE.  
 
How to:

Set up your Family Account so that you can get started with this program:

1. Go to www.ShopWithScrip.com and click ‘Register', then click 'Join a Scrip
Program'.

2. Enter our enrollment code (7L9B8E8F45328). By entering this code, your



account will be associated with our non-profit organization so you can begin
earning kickback percentage for AFE!

3. Fill in brief personal information (there is no financial information asked) and
click ‘I Accept.’ 

4. Choose two security challenge questions from the list and provide answers.
5. If you want to pay with a check to the AFE Parent Club then you are done with

the enrollment process and you can start shopping (see instructions below).  If
you want to pay online for faster access to your electronic gift cards, sign up
for “Presto Pay”.

How to:

Shop for electronic gift cards “ScripNow”:

1. Click here for a list of businesses that offer ELECTRONIC gift cards.  
DO NOT ORDER PHYSICAL GIFT CARDS!  Physical gift cards come with an
additional fee to AFE.  (If you want a physical gift card to Whole Foods, see
above.)  At some point in the future AFE may make a large order of physical
cards from other businesses if we have a high enough interest to justify the
cost.  For now it is ONLY electronic gift cards “ScripNow” that you can order
for yourself online.  If you do want a physical gift card for Whole Foods, buy
that directly from AFE, NOT online.

2. Open another tab and go to www.ShopWithScrip.com. Click on ‘Shop' at the
top of the page & the alphabet will appear across the top. Clicking on any
letter will take you to the page with all the businesses that start with that letter.
 (There are hundreds & hundreds of retailers in this program but only about
150 of them offer electronic gift cards, so you want the list mentioned above
handy when browsing!)

3. Scroll over the business you’re interested in and click on the exclamation point
to start your order for an electronic gift card from that business. (If the
exclamation point is grey it means that business does not offer electronic gift
cards - refer to the link of businesses that do offer them).  Add the $ amount
you want to buy from that business and click on 'Add to Cart'.  Keep shopping
and adding gift cards to your cart until you have all that you want for now.

4. When you’re done shopping, go to your cart by clicking on it at the top of the
screen.  For Payment Options, if you don’t have a Presto Pay account click
'Check' on the tab above the 'Order Summary' then click 'Submit Order'.
 When I get your check I’ll approve the order and an email will be sent to you
with confirmation your electronic gift certificates are available.

THANK YOU ALL FOR HELPING TO SUPPORT 
THE WONDERFUL PROGRAMS THAT WE LOVE AT AFE!



AFE Theater
3rd ‐ 6th Grade Theater 

Practice has started for Adventure Kids! 

Mondays 12:15 - 2pm    AFE Room
2
Sept 26 - Nov 14 (no class 10/31
and 11/21)

Tech/Dress  at Broadway Playhouse
(tentative, but won't include time not listed)

Mon, Nov 28 10:30am - 2pm
Tues, Nov 29 10am - 1pm 
Thurs, Dec 1   10am - 1pm
Fri, Dec 2 9:45 - 12pm

Performances at The Broadway Playhouse

Fri, Dec 2    Actor's call 6 pm; Show 7pm
Sat, Dec 3   Actor's call 1:30 pm; Show 2:30 pm
All actors need to be available Sunday Dec 4 from 6 - 9pm in case of a third
performance (7pm show)

Thank you to our Parent coordinators for this production—Gwin Hight and Zan La
Hara! 
 

Middle School Theater 

Around the World in 80 Days

Tuesdays 1 - 3pm    AFE Room 2
Oct 4 - Nov 29 (no class 11/22)

Tech/Dress  at Broadway Playhouse  

Tues, Dec 6    1- 3pm
Thurs, Dec 8   6:30- 9pm
Fri, Dec 9      10am - 3pm

Performances 

Fri, Dec 9    Actor's call 6 pm; Show 7pm
Sat, Dec 10   Actor's call 1 pm; Show 2 pm
All actors need to be available Saturday Dec 10 from 6 - 9pm in case of a third
performance

Thank you to Meridith Cook and Zan LaHara for coordinating this play! 



 

High School Theater

Practice has started for The Mouse that
Roared - an entertaining political satire.  
Rehearsals AFE Room 2

Tuesdays through Oct 25  3-5:30pm

Tech/Dress Rehearsals  Broadway
Playhouse

Tues, Nov 1        3:00 - 5pm
Thurs, Nov 3      6:30 - 9pm
Fri, Nov 4          10am - 3pm

Please be aware that all Tech & Dress
Rehearsals and all performances are
mandatory!   
 
Performances Broadway Playhouse 

Fri, Nov 4    6pm actor's call; 7pm show
Sat, Nov 5   3pm actor's call; 4pm show
All actors must be available Sat Nov 5 from 3 pm - 10 pm in case of a third
performance.

Thank you to Parent coordinators Ruthie Yarme and Leisl Ludingtonfor this
production! 
 
We are looking forward to another wonderful production at AFE. 
Theater coordinator parent—Zan La Hara
AFE Staff coordinator—Jasmin Gerer
Director—Terri Steinman

Newsletter submissions
Parents, staff, and students are encouraged to submit content for our newsletter. The
submission deadline is 1 week before the first day of each month. We especially
need content from parents about their children's activities. Photos are always
appreciated—contact me to get the upload link. Email Suki.
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